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Let me begin with a very brief account of the overall design. We
started with 128 children, half aged 15 months and half aged 39
months, and the aim in selecting them was to ensure a
representative sample of children learning English as a first
language. Because the sample was relatively small by
psychometricians' standards (although enormous by any linguist's
standards!) we decided to exclude certain categories:-

— any children for whom English was not the first language,
= children of multiple births,

- children with handicaps,

- those in full-time care.

Orherwise, the sample was selected to be representative of the full
social spectrum. Secondly, we set out to obtain a representative
sample of speech from each child --in fact, ten such samples, at 3-
monthly intervals, using some specialised equipment. ‘The mechanism
we used was as follows. We constructed a box containing a tape-
racorder, a radio-microphone link, and an elaborate timing device,
and with the help of this box we were able to "bug"” the children's
homes, recording samples of naturally occurring speech, at
approximately 20-minute intervals throughout the day. The
microphone part was worn by the child. Once this was on, under a
top garment, there was nothing, except a slight hump under the
child's back, to indicate that anything out of the ordinary was
going on. In this way we were able to pick up samples of speech in
naturally-occurring contexts,

Now this context (the home) of course is the one in which almost
all data on first language acquisition has been collected. 1In the
typical project report you find that the researcher went into the
home, put down a tape-recorder and produced a box of toys, and
invited the mother to play naturally with her child while the
observer sat and took notes, or in the case of Roger Brown's study,
two observers sat and took notes. Well, we can tell you, after
making our recordings, that in many homes mothers never play with
their children with toys, and in most homes it is a rather rare
occurrence. So, there is going to be some difference between the
data we have collected and the data collected by many other
projects. I think that if you are going to explore the
relationship between language development and the child's
experience of language in use, then you must aim for ecolegical
validity; you must somehow or other get through the horns of the
observer paradox dilemma (Labov, 1972),

1, The Seguence of Language Development.

One of the declared aims of the project was to investigate the
extent to which all children go through the same seguence in
learning their first language. When I put this as the first
question to be attacked, I really had a quite open mind about the
extent to which all children do go through the same sequence. So
it has been gquite exciting as we have gone through the data,

s
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investigating this topic, I haven't time to describe the linguistic
coding carried out on the data. But, just to give you some idea of
the data-base, let me say that we made 1,280 recordings, that each
recording consisted of between 100-150 utterances, and each child-
utterance was coded for approximately 100 linguistic categories.
Multiply that together and it comes to 12.5 million data points.
These data contain, for each child and for each linguistic
category, the age when he/she was first observed to use,
appropriately, a particular linguistic category. I shall call this
*emergence. I won't call it acquisition because I have no idea
when a child acquires a word or a phrase or a structure, All I
know is which of my observations include the first appropriate
utterance.

Taking any particular linguistic system, with all the children to
contribute to information about point of emergence, it is possible
to make palr-wise comparisons for each item with every other item
within a system. In this way we could establish whether A emerged
before B, B before A, or A and B simultaneously. (In some cases,
the picture is not particularly clear enocugh to make any of these
statements.) The outcome of one such analysis is shown in Figure
1. (See Wells, in press-a for details of the methodology.)

Figure 1 SEQUENCE OF EMERGENCE: PERSONAL PRONOUNS
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Figure 6 CONVERSATION BETWEEN THOMAS (25 MONTHS) AND HIS MOTHER

Thomas:

Thomas:

Thomas:

Thomas :

Thomas:

Thomas;

Thomas:

Thomas:

(from Wells, in press-a).

% biscuits

Mother:

See Grannie Irene/3/car

Mother:

Auntie Gail in/3/train

Mother:
Colin in/3/train

Mother:
Colin/@ /Anne
Colin/a/Anne

Mother:
Colin/g/Anne
Colin/a/Anmne

Mother:
In/3/train
Auntie train

Mother:

Auntie Gail in/3/train

Mother:

Those were got specially
'cos we had visitors
at the weekend

Who came to see Tommny?
Who came in a car?

Grannie Irene's coming next weekend
But who came last weekend?

Auntie Gail's coming

They're coming on the train yes

Colin - Colin ~ er - and Anne came
in the car didn’t they

Yes

Colin and Anne came in the train

No not Auntie train darling(v)

Auntie Gail and Grannie Irene
are coming on the train on Friday

That's right

BAAL N/L21 Summer 84 19

Note how this mother takes over the control of the conversation
as she selects the topic and monitors the child's utterances to
ensure that they are factually accurate and grammatically well-
formed. A language lesson of a very different kindl If the first
mother sustains and extends her child's communicative initiations,
this mother directs the conversation in a much more deliberately
didactic manner. She no doubt believes she is facilitating her
child's development. However, we have found that children whose
conversational experience tends to be of this kind actually make
sjower than average progress. And I do not believe this
aggociation is entirely coincidental.

. It seems then, that both to learn his native language and to
learn through that language, the ideal situation for the young
child is to interact with a more mature member of the culture who
encourages him to propose topics for conversation and, having made
the effort to understand what the child means and understands,
helps him to extend those topics in a collaborative enterprise of
meaning construction. Where conversation of this kind is
associated with the reading of stories and with exploration of the
imaginary worlds created by stories, the child experiences what
seems to be the ideal preparation for school (Wells, 1982). And
this is indeed what we found. Together with knowledge of literacy
acquired through listening to stories, experience of collaborative
conversation prepared children to meet the language demands, both
oral and written, that were made of them in their first months at
school (Wells, in press-c).

However, when we came to compare the language experienced at home
and at school, the results painted a very gloomy picture. On
almost every measure, schools provide less opportunity for children
to use their existing linguistic resources or to add to them except
in very narrow areas of vocabulary (Wells, in press-b). This was
true for every child, irrespective of social background. Many
infant schools pride themselves on providing an ‘enriching’
language environment to compensate for the presumed inadequacies of
lower-class homes. Yet there was not a single classroom where any
of the children studied had the same opportunity to talk with an
adult as they had in their own homes. What we found was that,
whereas in all homes children initiated more than half of the
interactions, this was reduced to about 15% in the classroom. And
whereas, at home, parents extended the child's meaning in 38% of
their utterances, the proportion of such extending utterances
dropped to 14% at school. Compared with their experience at home,
children found themselves forced into a respondent role at school,
being required simply to listen or to answer guestions, more than
half of which were ‘display’ questions, to which the teacher
already knew the answer, Teachers on the whole did not seem to be
very interested in what the children had to contribute; they were
much more concerned to pursue their own topics, requiring children
to follow their train of thought, without any of the negotiation of
meaning that was characteristic of conversation at home.
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BAAL N/L21 Summer 84 20 This is not a situation in which children are going to increase
their command of language very effectively. Nor is it one, I would
argue, in which they are going to learn very effectively through
language either.

Table 1 COMPARISON OF ADULT-CHILD CONVERSATION AT HOME AND SCHOOL
(n = 32) (from Wells, in press-b). !

Htome School | sip. Jevel It may well be argued that, given the adult-child ratio in the
of difFerence ‘ classroom and the pressure on teachers to ensure that all children
| cover the curriculum, these findings are entirely to be expected.
i That may be so, but it is not a satisfactory answer. In my view
Absolute values . | what is needed is a great deal more attention to the interactions
1
l

through which learning and teaching are carried out. For just as

Mean no. of child utterances to adults 122.0 h5.0 pe ol the style of interaction adopted by the parents can significantly

Mean no. of adult utterances to child 152.7 128.7 n.s. ! facilitate, or alternatively impede, a child's learning at home, so
¢ child interaction 6.1 95 ) < .001 . I believe can the teqchgr's style of interaction significantly

Mean no. of child rurns per intev . : ! | affect the ease or difficulty that children experience in learning

Mean child syntactic complexity 3.1 2.4 p ¢ .001 : at school and --equally importantly=-- their motivation to do so.

Mean adult syntactic complexity 3.5 4.3 p < 001 :

There are already some teachers who have discovered how to
Mean no. of categories of semantic ; promote an interactional environment that is conducive to effective

content in child speech* 15.5 7.9 p< .00l and creative learning. With greater understanding and some help in

changing their patterns of classroom organisation, there are, I
believe, many more who would be able to do so. To find ways of

Proportional values (child) ! promoting such a change in classroom interaction in the interests

Initiation of interaction 63.6% 21.0% p< .00 i of more effective learning is a challenge which I hope this

, i Association will be willing and able to accept.

Exchange-initiating utterances 70.2% 47,82 p< 001

Complete statements n.22 28.0% n.s. Gordon Wells

Questions 12.7% 4.0% r< 001 : Note: I should like to acknowledge the support that we have

Requests 14.32 10.4% e .05 ! receiveq from the Social Science Research Council, the Nuffield

N ; 29.42 4947 \ < 01 ' Fouhdatioh, the Spencer Foundation and the Department of Education

Elliptical or moodless utterances 9. $aean pe- . and Science in carrying out the research reported in this talk. GW.

Utterances in text-contingent exchanges 9.42 6.3% re -10 ;

References to non-present time 9.12 b4z pe .05 % When Gordon gave his talk he could still be billed as 'Centre

|
f for the Study of Language & Communication, University of Bristol'
P {onal val (adult ) i with which we have associated him for so many years. But his work
roportional values (adult ! on Carolyn Letts' transcript was done at a very busy time when he
1
\

Exchange-initiating utterances 59.92 78.77 p< .00 was about to leave for OISE, where, from September *84, he will be
Complete statements 26.29% 24.5% a.s. professor in the Department of Curriculum. In addition to his

plete § teaching (M.Ed. and Doctoral students in the area of language and
Questions 14.3% 20.22 p<.Ol learning) he will begin research involving the development of a
Requests 22.5%2 .12 p < .00 suite of computer programs to assist in the analysis of

| conversational texts, in collaboration with Dr. Brian Rosser
Elliptical utterances 5.72 5.8% n.s. | (Polytechic of Wales, Computer Studies Dept.). He is also hoping
Requests for display 2.12 164.2% P < .001 : to start ahother longitudinal study of language and learning, this
i : time with two levels of intervention, one in the home and the other

Extending child's meaning 33.52 17.12 p< .00l . in the school, It will involve bilingual children from two of the
Developing adult's mesning 19.3% 38.62 p £ .001 ! ‘heritage language' communities in Toronto as well as monolingual

i gpeakers of English. Our thanks to Gordon for seeing his talk on
‘ to paper for the Newsletter, and our best wishes to him in Canada!

* Por this comparison only n = 16
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2. Participants List (BAAL 83)

*% 118 participants: 79 members, 39 guests, pub;isher§' represen—
tatives or representatives of Associate Membership bodies.

Members' addresses will be found in the brand-new, @ugh—to-be- .
welcomed Membership List included in this summer mailing {replacing
the elusive list of May 1982)., Non-members, indicated by an
asterisk, have short addresses added. Associate Members_and .
publishing houses are underlined. I'm sorry this partic*pants list
is overdue; that's my fault entirely and nothing to do with Janet
Price (Membership Secretary) and Euan Reid (Assistant Secretqry) to
whose patient labours we owe the new and up-to-date Membership
List. JDM.,

Richard ALEXANDER; Paco ARIZA; Guy ASTON; *Mrs A. BARNARD, Sch of
Educ Univ Newcastle u Tyne; Roy BEVAN; Ruth BIRNIE; Mer;el BLOOR;
Tom BLOOR; Chris BRUMFIT; *Christine CALFOGLOU, 346 Patissia St
Athens Greece; Joanna CHANNELL; Mike CLARKE; *J. CLINE-BAILEY,
Fourah Bay College Sierra Leone/Univ Durham; Pam CZERNIEWSKA; Alan
DAVIES; *Sarah DEATH, CILT; Yvonne DE HENSELER; *Tony DICKINSON!
Douglas Rd E4 6DA/Univ London; *Peter DONOVAN, CUP CB2 2RU; Lucile
DUCROQUET; Roy DUNNING: Adrian DU PLESSIS (CUP); *Caroline EGE?TON,
EolIl;ns Educational WIX 3LA; Rod ELLIS; Peter ETHERTON; *Dr Chitra
FERNANDO, Dept of Ling Macquarie Univ Sydney Australia; *David
FRANCIS, Hodder & Stoughton Sevenoaks; Elaine FREEDMAN; *Mrs Pat
GAFPFEY, Dept of Ling Science Univ Reading; John GALLEYMORE; Edie
GARVIE; *Dr K. GODDE, c¢/o Reinhard Hartmann; Walter GRAUBERG;
*Brita GREEN, Univ York 1 Station Rd Upper Poppleton York; Derek
GREEN; Peter GREEN; Pam GRUNWELL; *Diane HALL, Thomas Nelson & Sons
Nelson House Walton u Thames; Liz HAMP-LYONS; Ali Nasser HARB;
Brian HARRISON; Reinhard HARTMANN; *Roger HAWKINS, Dept of French
Univ Sheffield; Patricia BEDGE; *Liet HELLWIG, Lang St Unit Univ
Aston:; Peter HILL; Roland HINDMARSH; Charlotte HOFFMANN; Thelma .
HOWELL; Howard JACKSON; Allan JAMES; Carl JAMES; *Helen JAMES, Univ

Sussex 37 Lyndhurst Rd Hove; *Michael Johnson, Longman Group Burnt
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Most of the discussion was devoted to the problem of identifying
structural dnggrences which can be related to the contrast between
speech and writing as such. The problem comes from the fact that
this contrast interacts with a large number of other contrasts
{e.g. public/private, planned/spontaneous, formal/informal), and it
is hard to sort out their respective effects on the structure of
the langque used. Much of the debate proceeded on the assumption
that it did at least make sense to talk of the ‘'most typical' kind
of speech and writing, namely casual 'vernacular’ speech and
formal, academic writing; but when we addressed this assumption
directly we seemed to think it was very debatable and even
idgologica}ly loaded. Which just goes to show that it is hard to
think straight about language when you come from a.highly literate
culture. We ended by making this point explicitly, in relation to
a number of widely held tenets of theoretical linguistics, such as
the view that a language is a set of sentences.

In spite of some inconsistencies I thought the discussion was a
good one =-well informed and responsible. I was pleased with the
format which we had agreed beforehand: a list of nine questions as
an agenda, and a panel of three expert discussants (Lesley Milroy,
Mike Stubbs and Ivan Lowe) to start the discussion of each question
before ghe floor joined in. I have written a report of the
proceedlngs,‘which I have checked with all the speakers, and copies
may be had, in exchange for a first class stamp (to cover printing
costs) plus a stamped addressed envelope. My address is Dept. of
Phonetics and Linguistics, University College London, Gower Street,
London WClE 6BT.

2, News from CILT

Contributed by Helen LUNT, Senior Research Information Officer,
gégzs 20 carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y SAP (tel: 01-839

Conference report

Second language learning: research needs and priorities was the
title of a specialist conference convened by CILT, with financial
support from the Economic and Social Research Council, in
Birmingham in February. CILT proposed and convened the conference
because of the evident need to extend the body of sound knowledge
and understanding underpinning language learning and teaching, for
example through empirical, interdisciplinary research.

The Centre was assisted in planning the conference by the
Chairman of BAAL and by members of the National Council for Modern
Languages in Higher and Purther Bducation, and of the Education and
Human Development Committee of ESRC, among others; the Centre is
very grateful for their help. Forty-three people attended, most of
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them for the whole weekend. Most of the participants were invited
as research workers in psychology or applied linguistics, or in
related areas. Some ‘consumers' of research results were also
present; they included representatives of HM Inspectorate,
advisers, teacher trainers and teachers.

The ambitious aims of the conference (set out in N/L20 p,13) were
achieved in part., The prepared papers put clearly and cogently the
case for work to be done. 1In three main areas important questions
were identified, and it was clear that there are people able to
tackle them:~

Communication processes: what do second language learners need
to be able to do? (Paper by David Wilkins, University of
Reading)

Language learning and acquisition processes: how can and do
people learn? (Paper by Steven McDonough, University of Essex)

Language learning in education: what research should be done to
help improve learning? (Paper by Rosamond Mitchell, University
of Stirling).

Some of the practical problems that must be tackled if a research
community is to grow in this important field were also identified.

Despite the considerable common interests among the conference
participants there were different viewpoints and different
understandings of basic concepts, which made consensus difficult to
achieve in a short conference. Those working in closely related
areas may not readily accept the importance of each other's
perspectives and evidence, or their relevance in educational
contexts. In educational research, for example, the contributions
of applied linguistics and of psychology could be thought remote
from the very real problems of everyday practice of teaching and
learning, and considerable effort will be needed if constructive
dialogue on aims, objectives and methods is to be pursued among
those concerned.

participants were alsoc reminded that a great deal of
communication and interpretation is needed before language teachers
can be expected to receive research findings, consider their
importance to particular teaching/learning contexts, and modify
their approaches. Some consideration was given to the implications
for two-way teacher-researcher relationships.

CILT will make available a report on the conference within the
next few months. A report has already been submitted to ESRC.

Conference notice

Learning and teaching lanquages in adult education: resources,
training and professional contacts for teachers is the title of a
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how well do you have to know your second “language"” to be
bilingual?

among the definitions BB considers is the one I proposed gn_my
first book (The Norwegian Language in America: A study in Bilingual
Behavior, 1953}: the ability to “produce complete, meaningful
utterances" in the other language {p.7). By producing one~word
utterances like "Manana!” he faults this definition as
"minimalist®. This is a misunderstanding, due to my reluctgnce to
use the equally undefinable word "sentence”. After all, this was
before Chomsky. 1 meant what might now be called the cqmpetence
required "to generate well-formed sentences", which obviously means
enough grammar and lexicon to communicate at least simple ideas in
the language. But after so defining it, I continue, 'Frqm here it
may proceed through all possible gradations up to the kind of
skill that enables a person to pass as a hative in more than one
linguistic environment® (p.7). For this latter skill BB uses the
word ®ambilingual® after Halliday.

In the rest of Chapter 1 he goes on to introduce a plethora of
more or less precise modifiers of the word "bilinqual1sm' and
related phenomena, proposed by writers on the subject: soc1e§al vs,
individual; horizontal vs. vertical (and even diagonall); primary
vs. secondary; equilingualism; ambilingualism; balanced (? vs.
unbalanced); semilingualism; functional; receptive vs. pro@ugtxve;
symmetrical vs. asymmetrical; incipient vs. recessive; additive vs.
subtractive; ascribed; successive; early vs. late. Among other
technical terms he launches here are: immersion learning; deficxt
hypothesis; biculturism; communicative competence:_B;CS {(Basic
Interpersonal Communicative Skills) vs. CALP (Cognitive and
Academic Linguistic Proficiency); registers; diglossia; demotic vs.
katharevousa; ei-ethnia! By this time I would think the beginner's
head may well swim at what sounds more ;ike'qlossolalia than
bilingualism. But perhaps this is a fair picture of the cqnfusion
in a field where every scholar feels entitled to make up his own
technical terms, But surely the organization here could have been
sparser and more precise.

Chapter Two, devoted to interference and code switching, also
takes its starting-point in Weinreich's and my manual,‘and then
goes on to report on newer issues. The fact that my distinction
between switching and interference (1956, p.39) was basxgally
phonetic, seems to have escaped BB. Since.he_does not give
phonetic transcriptions for his examples, it is hard to tell just
what he means. He finds the difference in the social situation:
interference is language-internal, switching language-external,
which I can accept. In effect, interference is the transfer of a
word or phrase into a second language, which usually involves both
phonetic and grammatical adaptation. Switching is a more or less
conscious resort to a second language when the listener upderstands
both languages, and need not involve any phonetic adaptatxoq.
Obviously, this demands mastery of both language systems, since the
resulting utterance must not be meaningless, and recent studies
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have shown that they are no less grammatical than most monolingual
sentences (I miss reference to Poplack's work here). This seems to
invalidate Weinreich's claim that the "ideal bilingual® does not
switch in mid-stream (1953, p.73). But "ideal bilinguals" are as
rare birds as Chomsky's "ideal speaker" and other purely mental
constructs,

Chapter Three tackles the dreary topic of measuring bilingualism,
mostly a summary of work done in Canada, of course Lambert,
Macnamara and @ackeg. This work reached its apex in the conference
proceedings edited by Kelly (1969). This is primarily a field
cultivated by psychologists and educationists. BB concentrates on
such problems as language dominance and language attitudes,
omitting regular language testing and contrastive linguistics.

. Some account is also given of experimental attempts to correlate

bilingualism with intelligence, an old chestnut that plays an
exaggerated role in the thinking of the populace. It may be
simple-minded, but it should oe a priori obvious that anything one
learns improves one's intelligence if the learner perceives it as
valuable. When Mexican immigrant children in the 1920s were tested
on American intelligence tests, they did badly and were made to
feel that their Spanish was worthless. Canadian children in more
recent times have been immersed in French and had every possible
motivation to do well in both languages, so that the results have
been uniformly positive. BB cites Balkan (1970), who tested upper
middle-class school children in Switzerland, and found that French-
English bilinguals had many advantages over French monolinguals, as
they shouldl

Chapter Four is devoted to “theoretical considerations”.
Assuming that ®"there is to date no cohesive theory of bilingualism
as a linguistic phenomenon®, he explores avenues toward such a
theory without in the end making more than a few suggestions. He
appears convinced that such a theory does exist for monolinguals
{(whom he alternately calls "unilinguals®™ and "monoglots®), and he
approvingly cites t-g-linguist Crystal's description of
bilingualism as being in a "pre-theoretical frame of reference"
(p.99). He regrets the "downgrading of t-g approaches in bilingual
studies®, although the downgrading is in fact on the other side.
In a recent t-g-dominated introduction to linguistics by V. Fromkin
and R. Rodman the term "bilingualism" is entirely missing, and
there is no account of the work done in the last generation.

There is certainly no reason why ideas from t-g could not be
carried over into bilinguistics. In a 1977 article, cited by BB, 1
discussed the concept of "pilingual norms". One could also refer
to the writings of N. Hasselmo (1972) and L. Selinker (1972} as
evidence of theoretical thinking, leading e.g. to the idea of
"interlanguage”, the blends of language norms that arise between
bilinguals, Children do not really distinguish languages until
about the age of three. Up to that time they exhibit a kind of
single ®"underlying structure®” reminding one of the universals
assumed in t-g grammar. Contact situations lead to linguistic
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with in any depth are those of Nigeria, Kenya, The Pgople's .
Republic of China, India, Singapore, Japan, Puerto Rico and Fiji.
One could, of course, query the legitimacy of inclusion of the two
chapters on Caribbean English in this book on the grounds that
English is not exactly a separate, second language for native
speakers of English-based Creoles in most Cafxbbean_areag in the
way it is for, say, speakers of Hindi in India. This point is,
however, discussed and defended adequately in the_otherwxse ;atuer
weak paper by Craig, "Toward a Description of cCaribbean English",
(There is one very serious typographical error in Craig's chapter,

r contains four broad (though Craig calls them “narrow"”)
g:gngzggt%taggcripcions of “"The NotthQWLnd and the Sun®, comparing

English RP, Jamaican, Trinidadian and Barbadign pr?nuqciation.

The passage labelled “"one variety of Trinidadian® is in fact the RP
passage. What the other passages are I am not competen; to say,
but the one labelled "one variety of Southern British® is, of
course, not RP.)

what is extremely perplexing, however, is the inclusion in this
book of two chapters on the English of the United States. This
would make considerable sense if these chapters were devoted to a
discussion of the English of those many people in the United States
for whom it is a second language. This,.however! is not the case.
The chapters do have the merit of being interesting and valuable
papers in themselves, and of bringing two distinguished scholars to
the book. But Kahane's paper is actually on “American gnglish: ,
from a colonial substandard to a prestige language”, while Heath's
is entitled "American English: quest for a model". They have,nthat
is to say, very little to do with English as “"the other tongue®.

other guibbles that I would make about the book as a whole
include the use of the term "British English" throughout when what
is meant is clearly Bnglish Bnglish, and the ignoring of Irish
English as an independent variety. The book, too, could have
benefited from a greater emphasis on ethnography of speak1ng-§ype
issues --although this is a concern-- and from a more Le Pagelian
perspective (see especially e Page anq Tabouret-Keller, forth- .
coming) on the difficulties inherent in the term a language. (This
is particularly true in Nash's somewhat ingenuous discussion of
what she is pleased to call "Spanglish" and "pringlish™ in Puerto
Rico.)

Kachru's book is, however, a very valuable contributiop. It is
at its best in its descriptive chapters: those papers which
describe in detail the structure and/or use of particular new
Englishes genuinely fill a number of gaps in our knowledge, and I
would single out C.-C. Cheng's paper on "Chinese varieties of
English® as being particularly valuable. The more‘theoret1cal
chapters are, perhaps inevitably g@ven their genesis as conference
papers, mostly too brief and, crucially, too bargen of dgta te be
at all persuasive. Kachru's "Models for non-native Engl§s§e§ '
however, is conceptually helpful, and Nelson's *Intelligibility and
non-native varieties of English™ does contain some useful
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experimental data. As to one of the more controversial issues
associated with the new Englishes: the message comes across from
this book very clearly indeed that it is not only inevitable but
right that Nigerian English should be Nigerian, Indian English
Indian, and so on. Prator's ®"British heresy" (Prator, 1968), that
is, is probably not really British, and certainly not heresy.

University of Reading Peter Trudgill

R. Bailey and M. Gorlach (eds.) English as a World Language.
(University of Michigan, 1982)

J. Fishman, R, Cooper and A, Conrad (eds.) The Spread of English,
{Newbury House, 1977)

R.B. Le Page and A. Tabouret-Keller Acts of ldentity.
(forthcoming)

C. Prator "The British heresy in TESL", in J. Fishman et al.
Language Problems of Developing Nations (Wiley, 1968)

J. Pride (ed.) New Englishes. (Newoury Housz, 1982)

J. Richards New Varieties of English. (RELC, Singapore, 1979)

L. smith (ed.) English for Cross-Cultural Communication.
{Macmillan, 1981)

P. Trudgill and J. Hannah International Enqlish: a Guide to
Varieties of Standard English. (Edward Arnold, 1982)

J. Wells Accents of English. (Cambridge, 1982}

4. PATEMA@, T. (Ed,) Languages for Life. (University of Sussex
Education Area, Occasional Paper 10, 1982). ISBN 0-905414 09 8

Reviewed by Alan DAVIES

In this booklet Trevor Pateman has brought together four cont-
r@butigns to an Open Lecture Series on 'Language and Education'
given in the University of Sussex in the Autumn Term of 1981. The
title's plurality "Languages for Life' is emphasised early in the
editor's introduction ..'what students must grasp first of all is
the fact of linguistic diversity and the central part recognition
of thgt fact must play in policies for language teaching® (p.5).
Grasping that central fact, however, does not necessarily lead us
to agree With him that the chief obstacle to serious thinking about
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either narrowing the focus, or, more disturbingly, using it to
justify particular teaching practices.

While I have concentrated on the central theme of the book --the
description and development of nursery language-- the book has more
of interest to offer in addition. There is an opening chapter
charting the 'changing landscape' of early language studies taking
us from Verbal Behaviour to LAD, from pivot/open to Mommy Sock and
from communicative competence to joint action formats. The history
is difficult to collapse into twenty-two pages but it serves as a
useful preface, if only to show why after two decades of studying
early language development, so little has been asked about the
interaction between adults and children in their shared social
contexts. There is also a chapter on studies of classroom language
such as those of Barnes et al., Bernstein and Tough. It is a frank
account distinguishing the education-driven studies of school
language from the linguistic-driven ones and showing, if not in so
many words, how research orthodoxies do not develop in a social
vacuum, rather they are likely to be influenced by the prevailing
attitudes and policies. And there is a chapter on multilingual
classrooms, which takes on board some of the approaches to
multilingual teaching (e.g. SCOPE) questioning their assumptions
about the nature and development of language.

Both the central theme of the book and the supporting material
are full of insights. It may not be wholly accessible for a
novitiate to educational linguistics. Quite a lot seems to be
assumed, particularly about the analytical methods and it is never
quite clear whether the book is intended to teach how to analyse
classroom language, or merely aims to promote serious study of
classroom interaction in initial and in-service training. But it
is a convincing account and one that should encourage educators to
agree that:

»*an understanding of linguistic organisation of the inter-
action between teacher and taught makes available to the
teacher an explicit recognition of what she does and what
they do, indicates a need for alternative strategies and
the limits within which these are practicable, and makes
possible a critical evaluation of her own work and of the
external trends, influences and pressures that bear upon
it (p.l178)
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