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EDITORIAL & NEWSLETTER PROSPECT

This issue is not merely, like the last, curtailed; it's beheaded.
It lacks the splendid key-note paper, 'Success and failure in
language learning: some findings from the Bristol study', which
Gordon Wells gave at the Annual Meeting in Leicester (September
§3). This, plus Notices, Notes, Etc., will appear in the Summer
issue, together with reviews by Pam Czerniewska (Willes: Children
into pupils), Alan Davies (Pateman (ed.): Languages for life),
Einar Haugen (Baetens Beardsmore: Bilingualism), and Peter Trudgill
(Rachru (ed.) The other tongue: English across cultures).

Newsletters are made possible by contributors. I want to thank
them all warmly - and to apologise again to those whose
contributions were held over from the last issue.

After contributors of the word come the processors of the word.
I want to thank no less warmly Barbara Ingram whose skilful and
thoughtful - and cheerful - typing of recent issues has now resumed
language studies sérieusement, and the Newsletter, by a happy
conjuncture, is moving into the new technology. This issue is the
first to go on disk.

There are, of course, other processors to thank, but all shall be
nameless for the present except one - Superbrain. Gordon Wells'
talk, taped and transcrbed by Carolyn Letts, and revised by Gordon
is even now being typed into Superbrain ... Your Editor is
struggling to keep up.

If the Newsletter pleases, or if it displeases, - if you want to
use the.NewsletCer, - if you have contributions, ideas,
suggestions, news or views, or questions, do not hesitate to write
or ring, or call upon:

John Mountford
69 Glen Eyre Road Editor
Southampton
502 3NP.
(Tel: Southampton (0703) 767373)

N.B. The copydate for the Summer issue, N/L21, is
Saturday 28 April, and for the Autumn issue,
Saturday 29 September 1984. .
Copy is always welcome in advance of copydates - especially
with Superbrain!
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I BAAL-RELATED MATTERS

1. Notes on the career of Professor S. Pit Corder

2. Response to the D.E.S. consultation paper 'Foreign
Languages in the School Curriculum®

3. BAAL/LAGB Joint Committee for Linguistics in Education (CLIE)

1. Notes on the career of Professor S. Pit Corder

** pit Corder retired last year and N/L18 ended with our best
wishes to him. He was the Association's first Chairman, in the
1960s. In N/L17 he was mentioned in passing as the first Chairman
(of the Standing Committee) of the National Congress for Languages
in Education, in the 1970s. These are not Pit's only firsts by any
means - as the following notes, sent by Alan Davies, make clear.

Notes on_the career of Professor S. Pit Corder

Pit Corder was born in 1918 of a Dutch mother and an English
father. The Dutch connection explains both the given name, Pit,
and the fact that in later years Pit could say that his Dutch was
that of a fluent 5 year old. The Corders are a Quaker family and
Pit attended Bootham School in York where his father was a teacher.
He studied Modern and Medieval Languages at Merton College, Oxford,
gaining his degree in 1939. His arrangements to spend a year in
France as an assistant were interrupted because of the outbreak of
the War and instead he registered as a conscientious objector and
joined the Friends Ambulance Unit, serving in Scandinavia and the
Middle East. His wife, Nancy, is a first cousin. They have three
children and it has always been very clear that he is rooted in
family life, whether cutting the grass, rewiring the house, making
furniture, travelling, fell walking, playing chamber music or week-
ending in the Lake District. The Corders have a cottage in the
Lakes and have now retired there.

After the War, Pit joined the staff of the British Council and
remained in the service until 1961. From 1954 he had special
responsibility for the administration of teacher training courses
at institutes and universities in his posts abroad. In 1960 he
obtained the Diploma in Applied Linguistics with distinction at the
University of Edinburgh and in 1961 left the British Council to
become Assistant Director for English Teaching Studies in the
Department of Contemporary English at the University of Leeds. It
was during his time in Leeds that he was responsible for setting up
the first educational TV studio in a British University. He was
appointed Senior Lecturer and Head of Department in the Department
of Applied Linguistics at the University of Edinburgh in 1964, was
promoted to the Directorship of the Department four years later and
to a Personal Chair in Applied Linguistics in 1970. He has been
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prominent in establishing Applied Linquistics Associations: in 1967
he was elected the first Chairman of the newly-formed British
Association for Applied Linguistics and from 1969 to 1973 held
office as President of the International Association of Applied
Linguistics. After the amalgamation of his Department of Applied
Linguistics with the Department of Phonetics and General
Linguistics he became in 1970 the first Head of the newly formed
Department of Linguistics, which at the time was the largest
Department of Linguistics in Europe.

Pit Corder's publications reflect the range of his interests and
their development over time. His early interests in the pedagogic
application of descriptions of English Grammar and in the teaching
of langugae by television led to his books: An Intermediate
English Practice Book (Longman 1960), English Lanquage Teaching
and Television (Longman 1961) and The Visual Element in Language
Teaching (Longman 1966). His lead in the design of Applied
Linguistic courses and in the establishing of a coherent discipline
of Applied Linguistics in relation to language teaching produced in
1973 Introducing Applied Linguistics (Penguin) and the first three
volumes of the Edinburgh Course in Applied Linguistics (Oxford
University Press, 1973-75) which he edited with Patrick Allen. He
had always been interested in error analysis and written about it,
but it was not until the early 1970s that he combined this interest
in the methodology of error analysis with a growing interest in
second language acquisition. Pit Corder thus established
Interlanguage as a theoretical component, further defining the
Applied Linguistics core. His book Error Analysis and
Interlanguage (Oxford University Press, 1981) brings together his
papers in this field.

Pit Corder retired from his Chair at Edinburgh in September 1983,
only a few months ago. It is too soon to form a rounded assessment
of his contribution to Applied Linguistics. But two judgements can
be made now and it is unlikely that we will wish to go back on
them. The first is that with the team he assembled in Edinburgh
between 1965 and 1975 he made Applied Linguistics a coherent
discipline which was neither Linguistics for language teachers °nor
Bnglish Language Teaching. The view always presented of Applied
Linguistics was eclectic; the encouragement to his colleagues was
generous; the inspiration he provided was that of curiosity. Pit
Corder's direction made Edinburgh the leading department of Applied
Linguistics, certainly in Britain and probably internationally.

His colleagues and students went on to establish their own
departments in British Universities and overseas.

The second judgement is that in his later work on Interlanguage,
he has been largely responsible for the creation of a model of
second language acquisition which has a claim to be called a
theory. He always regretted the lack of interest in Interlanguage
in Britain and had to look to colleagues in North America and
Europe for collaboration., In North America and in Burope, Pit
Corder is held in very high regard. No doubt he has had occasion
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to think ruefully that 'a prophet is not without honour save in his
own country and among his own people'. It is never easy to
distinguish between 'mere speculation' and theory building. If
Pit's work had been more empirical there might have been greater
awareness in Britain of his contribution to theory. His North
American and Buropean colleagues were entirely clear about this.
For them Pit Corder was the theory maker and if there does now
exist a theory of Interlanguage and of Second Language Acquisition
then it is because of Pit Corder's thinking and writing about the
issues., He himself has never disdained the label 'speculation' not
only because it can be another name for theory but alsé because
speculation necessarily antedates the empirical work that leads to
the development of theory.

on retirement Pit said that he was leaving formal academic work.
He certainly gave away his academic books when he moved from
Edinburgh. However, he has agreed to participate in the Seminar on
Interlanguage to be held in Edinburgh in his honour in april 1984.
Who knows? - perhaps that will inspire him to come out of
retirement and grace our discussions once more with his delight in
the juxtaposition of ideas. Whatever happens we wish him and Nancy
Corder much happiness in their retirement. What those of us who
have had the privilege to work as his colleagues over the years can
do is to echo Chaucer's line about his own clerk of Oxenford:

‘and gladly wolde he lerne, and gladly teche.'

Alan Davies

2. Response to the D.E.S. consultative paper 'Foreign Languages in
the School Curriculum?’

1) The Association welcomes the initiative represeanted by this
document, and particularly the following points:-

a) the view that a policy for foreign language teaching in
schools must be co-ordinated with the provision at other
levels;

b) recognition that foreign language learning is not a self-
contained experience but should have a facilitating effect
on later language learning;

c) support for the teaching of languages other than French;

d) the proposal that advanced courses should be more readily
available to those who do not intend to become language
specialists;

e) recognition that the languages of minority communities need
to be considered in any formulation of policy.
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2) At the same time, the Association feels that the document is
often imprecise on issues which regquire clear analysis. For
example, beliefs which are 'widely held' are accepted as proven
(e.g. paras 30 and 34), and the characterisation of good teaching
fpa;a_45) begs questions of specific types of student and
individual learning styles. 1In general the document underestimates
the role that research can legitimately play in obtaining precise
answers to many of the questions touched upon.

3) We feel that the issue of modernh languages in schools needs to
be seen within a wider context affecting institutions other than
schools (for example the attitudes of broadcasting in providing
‘translation over' foreign languages) in which multilingualism
need§ to be presented as a positive goal. The advantages of
proficiency in foreign languages need to be spelt out much more
fully, preferaply within a framework which includes all contact
relevant to British resideants. These include not only advantages
of communication with speakers of major world languages (perhaps
present and future trade and cultural relations with speakers of
major world languages need to be quantified to make the point), but
also historical and local needs which relate variously to demands
for the Gaelic languages for students outside Wales and Scotland as
well as inside, for languages of other ethnic minorities, and for
classical languages, including 0ld English. The scope of this
document is unimaginatively traditional in its categories.

4) The remark at the begianing of para 55 suggests that resources
put into the schools in the 1960s and early 1970s failed to have
the effect desired. A detailed analysis of why that was so is a
necessary preliminary to serious promotion of more effective
teaching, and this analysis should be accompanied by fuller
documentation of the successes and failures of other similar
European countries than is provided here.

5) We would welcome fuller discussion of the implications for
teacher training of a policy to encourage the teaching of languages
of ethnic minorities ~ for the certification of teachers for these
languages will only be possible through a more flexible attitude to
funding and staffing of training institutions than is traditional.

6) Even though Teaching English as a Foreign Language is usually
s€en as a different sector from Modern Language Teaching, the
document could usefully discuss ways of integrating some of the
expertise developed in that field, internationally and in Britain,
with work in Modern Languages. .

7) The issue of language awareness for all learners is
insufficiently examined. Much good contemporary practice exploits
language awareness very successfully. The joint committee between
BAAL and the Linguistics Association of Great Britain (Committee
for Linguistics in Bducation) has performed important work in this
area, which should be referred to.
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Conclusion All in all, we welcome this document as a first step,
but we hope that subsequent documents will take a firmer stand on
the issues mentioned above. Particularly, we would welcome a
policy which considered all aspects of multilingualism in relation
to the perceived needs of all those living in Britain, from casual
to totally committed, from those simply needing oral communication
to those with literary, historical or academic needs, in all
possible languages other than BEnglish. ‘We would also welcome a
recognition that all teachers cannot be native-speaker-like in
their capabilities in the target language, so that the implications
of this fact can be explored in relation to teaching materials and
methodology. Linguistic and applied linguistic research in recent
years has made it difficult to think of language acguisition as
either all or nothing; yet much language teaching assumes total
competence to be the presumed goal. 1In this, and in many other
areas, we would welcome a greater guestioning of the received
categories - linguistic, pedagogic and administrative ~ in which
the argument has been couched.

*%* The DES/Welsh Office consultation paper (1l5pp + tables; no
date) was circulated last year, and the above response was
drafted by the Chairman in consultation with the Executive
Committee. (For the Joint Committee mentioned in point 7, see
next item.) For the NCLE's response, see NCLE item in Section
II.

3. CLIE

Bill Littlewood, Secretary of the BAAL/LAGB Joint Committee, has
supplied the following up-to-date list of its composition (1983-4).

Representatives of BAAL Representatives of LAGB
Thomas_Bloor Connie Cullen

Modern Languages Dept. Dept. of Linguistics
University of Aston. University of Hull,

William Littlewood (Secretary) Dr Richard Hudson
University College of Swansea Dept. of Phonetics & Linguistics
Dept. of Education. University College London.

Dr_Mary Willes Mike Riddle (Chairman)
West Midlands College of H.E. Faculty of Humanities

Walsall. Middlesex Polytechnic, Barnet,

Representatives of DES:

Ron Arnold, Staff HMI - Teacher Training (Curriculum)
Dept. of Education and Science, London.

Peter Gannon, HMI, Dept. of Education and Science, London.

Sally Twite, HMI, Dept. of Bducation and Science, London.

cont.
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Representative of NAAE (National Association of Advisers in
English):

David Hoffman, Senior Adviser, Bolton Metropolitan Borough
Education Dept.

Represeatative of BALT (British Association for Language Teaching):

Vlasta Smith, St Gregory's High School, Kenton, Middlesex.

Representative of CILT:
John Trim, Centre for Information on Language Teaching & Research
London.

Co~options:

Arthur Brookes, School of Education, Durham University.
John Rudd, 80 Pepys Road, New Cross, London SEl4 5SD.
Geoffrey Thornton, 29 Carew Road, Northwood, Middlesex.

Minuteg Secretary: Marilyn Rowland, Dept. of Adult & Community
Studies, Hendon College of F.E., London.

** The Joint Committee met in the Autumn Term and will be meeting
again ia the Summer Term. For CLIE's Working Paper 1983 No.l,
which came out in December, and the discussion of 'Linguistic
Equality'’ which it reports, see LAGB report in Section II.
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II OTHER MATTERS ELSEWHERE

1. Linguistics Association of Great Britain

2, Centre for Information on Lanéuage Teaching & Research (CILT)

3. National Congress on Languages in Education (NCLE)

l. News from LAGB

The Linguistics Association will be holding its 25th Anniversary
Meeting (29-31 March) at the University of Hull where it began in
1959. The Local Organiser is Connie Cullen (Dept. of Linguistics).
We wish LAGB a happy Silver Jubileel.

The theme of the second meeting of the Educational Linguistics
section will be 'Higher level differences between speech and
writing'. The section was inaugurated by Dick Hudson and Connie

Cullen at LAGB's last meeting {(Newcastle, September 1983), and we

thank them for providing the following reports. (Dick and Connie
are two of LAGB's representatives on the BAAL/LAGB Joint Committee
- gsee CLIE in Section I.)

hkk

piscussion on 'Linguistic Equality' at the first meeting of the
BEducational Linguistics section of the LAGB (22 September 1983).

i) Dick HUDSON

As Chairman and, with Connie Cullen, co-founder of the Educational
Linguistics section of the LAGB, I feel quite pleased with the
discussion that we had in this first meeting. The attendance was
good - over 50 people, including a number of pecple who told me
they had come to Newcastle specially for the occasion; and that was
in the face of stiff opposition from the parallel session, which
included a paper by a top linguist (Peter Seuren). We had two
hours for the whole discussion, and could certainly have gone on
profitably for another hour; and this included almost as much time
for discussion from the floor as for the three prepared papers (by
Dick Leith, Margaret Deuchar and Jim Milroy, who all did a splendid
job). Maybe on another occasion we should consider trying a
pattern in which all the time was for free discussion, tied to an
agenda; that would give more people a chance to express their
views, and if the aim of the exercise is (as it is) to sound out a
wide range of expert opinion, then this is probably important.

As far as the topic of 'linguistic equality' is concerned, we
made some progress, I think. We managed to distinguish three
different kinds of equality (structural, communicative and
cognitive), two different states of equality (actual and potential)
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and two different things that might be compared (varieties of
language and communicative repertoires). We agreed (I think) that
at least temporary communication gaps could arise not only in a
particular language variety, but also in the complete repertoire of
the individual or even the community, so in this sense we might
find communicative inequality between two varieties or repertoires.
So we implicitly accepted the need for intervention in language,
such as teaching or planniny - an obvious point for BAAL members,
perhaps, but not so obvious to some linguists. We agreed on lots
of other things too, and even managed to disagree in a productive
way on some issues, but I hope that a report on the debate may soon
be available for general consumption, through the LAGB/BAAL Joint
Committee for Linguistics in Education. Meanwhile; Jenny Coates’
report contains a (less euphoric) summary of what went on, and of
the prepared papers in particular.

R.A.H.

ii) Jenny COATES

When we say equal, do we mean that languages or dialects are
similar in structure? Or do we mean that different languages or
dialects are equally capable of fulfilling the needs of their
speakers? This crucial distinction surfaced rather late in the
afternoon's discussion - we should really have defined what sort of
equality we were talking about before we began,.

Dick Leith gave a stimulating account of the Orality-Literacy
Hypothesis, which claims that literacy is associated with higher
cognitive development. Dick warned linguists to be sceptical of
cognitive arguments. He argued that the relationship between
spoken and written language was still to be explored and urged
linguists to look at children's writing. Margaret Deuchar then
focused on the restrictive relative clause as a unit of structure
which appears in language at the point in its development when non-
interactive discourse becomes important. She gave examples from
Tok Pisin, English and American Sign Language, and predicted that,
given an increase in its use in non-interactive processes such as
broadcasting and Higher Education, British Sign Language would also
develop restrictive relative clauses. Jim Milroy argued that
standardisation encourages uniformity and suppresses variation,
This has the linguistic benefit of greater comprehensibility over
time and space, but at the cost of suppressing variability and
inhibiting change.

In terms of equality, we can summarise these papers by saying
that Dick argued that writing and speech are not the same, Margaret
showed us that languages will differ structurally depending on the
needs of their speakers, and Jim demonstrated that there are
differences between standard and non-standard varieties. All the
speakers were clearly in agreement that these linguistic
differences were not to be equated with saying that some varieties
are 'better' than others.
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The final discussion was heated but rather unproductive. The
session closed with an impassioned plea from Bob Le Page that
communities and people should be the object of study, rather than
language.

J.C.

iii) Abstracts of the three papers given

1, Margaret Deuchar (Sussex) ‘Relative clauses and linguistic
equality’

This paper examines the tacit assumption that relative clauses are
often considered criterial for linguistic status. This assumption
probably derives from the importance aAttributed to recursicn in
syntax, and to the fact that relative clauses are a good example of
this property in English., The examination of data from a range of
languages such as sign languages, pidgins and creoles, as well as
written and spoken English, will show that English-type relative
clauses are distributed unequally in languages and dialects.
However, the function fulfilled by English relative clauses will be
shown to be fulfilled by various means. This will provide the
basis for a discussion of the appropriate criteria for 'linguistic
equality’'.

2. Dick Leith (Birmingham Poly) 'Orality, literacy and
linguistic equality’

In asserting that all languages and dialects are linguistically
equal linguists tend to make no distinctions between those dialects
and languages that have developed writing systems and those that
haven't. But a rich and varied tradition of research into
‘orality' (summarised by W. Ong in Orality and Literacy, 1982,
Methuen) suggests that the oral mind cannot develop the kinds of
analytical and syllogistic thinking that education systems in
literate cultures tend to favour. Even in highly literate
societies some people may behave and use language in ways that are
more characteristic of oral cultures than literate ones. If it is
true (as Ong proposes) that literacy is 'consciousness-raising', is
it enough for linguists to be content with defending oral thought
as being merely different than that of literature culture? Or is
the distinction between oral and literate much too crude and
unsophisticated to be of any use in this debate?

3. Jim Milroy (Sheffield) 'On possible differences of a
linguistic kind between standard and non-standard varieties
of language'

It is usual to claim that there are no purely linguistic
differences between standard and non-standard varieties of language
and that favourable and unfavourable evaluations of the varieties
are purely socially motivated. The present paper produces
evidence, mainly from phonological variation in English vowels,
which suggests that the suppression of optional variability (which
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is a characteristic of standardisation) leads to some observable
linguistic differences between standard and non-standard varieties.
These are:

(1) The phonological structure of a standard variety is
simpler than that of a non-standard variety in so far as it
may show a more limited range of allophonic variation and less
overlapping in realisations;

(2) The standard variety requires uniquely 'correct'
realisations of lexical items (even when these realisations
are nhot predictable from phonetic environments), whereas non-
standard varieties permit a range of predictable variants for
the same lexical item. .

In more general terms, standardisation tends to maintain
irregularities at various levels of the grammar, whereas non-
standard varietes tend to ‘'regularise' by analogy and related
process.

To the extent that these differences are observable, it may be
argued that whereas standard varieties are describable in terms of
invariant realisations, non-standard varieties require description
in terms of ‘variable rules' or some similar approach.

2. News from CILT

Contributed by Helen LUNT, Senior Research Information Officer

Publications

CILT has now published, for BAAL, Learning and teaching languages

for communication: applied linguistic perspectives, the collectlion
of papers from BAAL's 1982 Annual Meeting that was mentioned in
Newsletter No.18. The papers provide detailed analyses of language
teaching and learning activity; as the Chairman says in his
Introduction: - .

'Writers like Littlewood and Page are not speculating from
outside the teaching profession, but from continuing
involvement with innovation and attempts at improvement, and
.one of BAAL's major functions is undoubtedly to ensure that
researchers, theorists and practitioners are not only, people
who talk to each other regularly, but also are very often the
same people at different times and places. ...These papers are
indications of what we could be doing on a much larger scale.'
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The book is A5 paperback, 128 pages; it is available from CILT
Mail Order, 20 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y S5AP; order code
RP20; price £5.95 + 10% for postage/handling (UK), or + 15%
(overseas).

CILT has issued its Publications Cataloque 1983/4, which includes

details of many new and forthcoming titles. The catalogue is
available on request; please note that orders should now be sent to
CILT Mail Order (address above).

Teaching languages to adults, edited by Duncan Sidwell, is being

published by CILT in Pebruary. It is a guide to the general
principles for teaching and organising language courses to adults,
in six sections: MODERN LANGUAGES AND THE ADULT STUDENT: analyses
the motivation of adults joining evening classes and describes ways
in which the teacher can adjust to the students' needs; LANGUAGE
LEARNING THEORIES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CLASSROOM: a brief
survey of the main theories of language learning before the 1970s
is followed by a detailed examination of more recent developments;
SYLLABUS DESIGN AND MULTI-MEDIA COURSE ORGANISATION: describes the
work done by the Council of Burope on syllabus development and
examines the way in which a multi-media learning system can help
language learning; IN THE CLASSROOM: detailed practical advice on
classroom activities: how to create the right atmosphere, how to
structure a course and choose textbooks, how to present material,
and much more; THE TUTOR, THE HEAD OF CENTRE AND IN-SERVICE
EDUCATION: considers the relationship between the different parts
of the service, what contribution they should make and what may be
done in the way of in-service training; PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS AND
ACHIEVEMENT TESTS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: a helpful guide to the
bewildering choice of examination/test styles and levels currently
available.

A5 paperback, about 128 pages, available from CILT Mail Order

(address above); order code TL3; price £4.95 + 10% for
postage/handling (UK) or + 15% (overseas).

Minority community languages in_school

(edited papers from a Working Party Report presented to the Third
Assembly of the Naticnal Congress on Languages in Education (NCLE)
held at Nottingham University, July 1982), edited by Euan Reid, has
been published by CILT for NCLE. The task assigned to the Working
Party, and the purpose of these thought-provoking papers, is:

'To examine the implications for schools and local education
authorities of the range of languages at present in use among
members of ethnic and cultural minorities and to make
recommendations for more effective development and exploitation
of these language resources for the benefit of the pupils and
of the wider community.' The publication sets out the case for
offering support in LEA schools to the learning of minority
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issue which needs discussing and has been discussed many times by
linguists and others well qualified to deal with this topic.

Honey, however, has done us all a great disservice by appearing to
confirm, at least to the casual lay reader of newspaper articles,
many of the illogicalities and inaccuracies about language that are
still part of the conventioanl wisdom in this country. After all,
the main reason why expert linguists have spent so much time, in
introductory text-books and elsewhere, in arguing for the potential
equality of languages and dialects is precisely that the non-expert
majority of the population °knows” that some languages and dialects
are linguistically better than others. Labov has recently argued
that linguists who have obtained data from a speech community and
who, as a result of linguistic research, have come to certain views
on the subject of language, have a duty to use that data for the
benefit of that community (if the members so desire) and to unmask
and oppose inaccuracies and errors about language where these are
having unfortunate social or other consequences.

Linguists have not, as Honey claims, been conspiring to deprive
the majority of British children of the opportunity to learn
Standard English. We have, on the contrary, argued that they have
to be taught this dialect. But we have also argued that there is
no linguistic reason why this should be so - and that recognition
of this fact may even lead to different methods and greater success
in this endeavour. We have suggested that all languages are
probably potentially equivalent, and that, even if we cannot show
that this is the case, we can certainly show that all dialects of
English have potential equivalence. Many of us also believe that
if this fact were more widely known, there would be a greater
degree of linguistic self-confidence in Britain, with a conseguent
increase in articulateness and expressive ability, and a possible
decreage in linguistic prejudice and discrimination. In any case,
Honey's pamphlet makes it clear that, as Labov suggests, we must as
experts on language continue to attempt to ensure that the issues
of language in education and of linguistic equality are discussed
rationally rather than emotionally, analytically rather than .
confusedly, and from a position of knowledge rather than one of
ignorance.

Department of Linguistic Science

Peter Trudgill
University of Reading

%} John Honey's pamphlet The Language Trap ~ race, class, and the
'standard English' issue in British_schools was reviewed in N/L18

by David Crystal and by Dick Hudson. Professor Honey replied in
N/L19. The Educational Linguistics section of the LAGE took
Linguistic Equality as its topic at its inaugural session at the
LAGB meeting at Newcastle (September 1983); see reports in this
issue, and CLIE Working Paper 1983 No. 1 available from Dick Hudson
(s.a.e. plus first-class stamp: University College, London WC1E
6BT). Dick's 'Some issues on which linguists can agree' appeared
in JL17, reproduced in BAAL N/L15. William Labov's ‘Objectivity

-~ -
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and commitment in linguistic science: the case of the Black English
trial in Ann Arbor' appeared in Lanqguage and Society 11 (1982),
pp.165-202.

2. Area up-date: I East Midlands

This 'East Midlands Applied Linguistic review', held over from
N/L19, was compiled by Pam GRUNWELL in the course of last year.

A. University of Leicester School of Education

lst) Roy DUNNING writes:

The work centres on the East Midlands Graded Assessment Feasib@lity
Study (EMGAFS). 1Its applied linguistics aspects may be summarised
under two heads:-

1) the raising of teachers' awareness of the value of_
discussing theories of, and issues raised by, applied
linguistics;

2} the research interest generated by the Study.
1) Teacher awareness

EMGAFS is now in its fifth year. The task originally set by the
East Midland Regional Examinations Board (EMREB) was to examine the
feasibility of replacing the existing 16+ provision in modern
languages by a series of criterion-referenced, graded levels of
achievement, focusing on communicative abilities, which are
assessed in terms of acceptability and appropriacy. Three Leve1§
now exist: Level One, which was certificated for the first time in
1982; Level Two, which is just completing its first certification;

-and Level Three, which will be certificated from September 1983.

Each Level consists of three Units. Assessment of performance is
continuous and takes place in three modes: Talking (=listening and
speaking), Writing and Reading, of which Talking_only is .
compulsory. Local (i.e. LEA-organised) standardxsatioq meetings
are obligatory on all participating schools. At the Final
Certification meeting teachers are invited to propose an .
appropriate criterion score for each mode. The consensus view
prevails and certificates are awarded accordingly. The
certificates are awarded by EMREB acting as an agency on behalf of
the LEAs taking part. About 5000 children are at present involved
at Level One,

The Study is unique in four respects:-

a) it links a University, a Regional Examinations Board and
LEAs in an ongoing research and development project:

b) it forms part of a wider scheme to reform the 16+;

c) it issues no tests, but requires teachers to make their
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own assessment in accordance with the criteria laid down
in the syllabus guidelines;

d) assessment is continuous and referenced against
linguistic criteria.

The development of the 16+ in the Midlands is now the affair of
the Midlands Examination Group (MEG). We have formally approached
MEG for their permission to conduct a pilot scheme with
exgerimental schools using the communicative model for the 16+
which I presented to Leicestershire teachers in 1981 and which was
overwhelmingly preferred by them to the models presented by the
goint.gouncil of Language Associations (JCLA) and the Schools

ouncil. -

2) Research

In addition to the papers contributed to recent BAAL conferences,
the following research degrees are helping to develop the Study:-

PhD: (a) Niccla Lees' research is described below; (b) a
seconded teacher from Lincolnshire LEA will be looking at some
aspects of curriculum evaluation in the light of the development of
the graded assessment movement in the East Midlaads.

Master of Educational Studies (MEdStud): (a) a seconded teacher
from Leicestershire is currently analysing the spoken and written
French of second year pupils used in a descriptive language-
eliciting task involving visual stimuli in a communicative setting;
{(b) a seconded teacher from Leicestershire will be looking at the
spoken and written performance of third year pupils across the
ability range with a view to establishing positive criteria for
differentiating between levels of performance; (c¢) a colleague
seconded from the Leicestershire Advisory Service will conduct a
participant/observer action-research experiment in a local Upper
School (14-18), focusing on the observable effects on learning of
concerted language teaching in a developing communicative
framework.

Publication A book describing various aspects of the work of the

Feasibility Study, French for Communication edited by Roy Dunning,
has been published by the University of Leicestere. (** See review
in Section IV.)

2nd) Nicki LEES writes:

The aim of my research is to investigate the extent to which the
syllabus guidelines exerted a standardising influence on the
teaching strategies and the assessment procedures and judgements of
participating teachers. ©Data for the research were collected
during the first year of certification of Level One 1981-82, and
the analysis is currently under way.

The research consisted of two main lines of investigation.
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Firstly systematic classroom observation of eight Leicestershire
teachers was carried out using an observation instrument developed
specifically for this study. Observation visits were made on a
weekly basis throughout the school year, yielding a total of 194
record sheets. The teachers selected, although probably not
representative of the Feasibility Study teachers as a whole,
nevertheless differed from each other in terms of their schools,
classes taught, teaching experience and involvement in Graded
Assessment. It is hoped that the analysis of the data acquired
from systematic observation will enable similarities and
differences to be measured amongst these eight sample teachers
concerning their teaching strategies over the Level One year.

The second part of the research consisted of establishing and
monitoring assessment standardisation meetings. Standardisation
procedures were felt to be necessary in view of the inevitable
subjectivity of communicative assessment and of the unfamiliar
nature of the specified communicative criteria. Discussion of
standardisation meetings centred on three issues: the adminis-
tration of assessment, the assessment of pupils' performance of
Talking tasks, and the assessment of Writing.

In order to follow up the above investigations, the eight sample
teachers were interviewed about their teaching, their assessment
procedures, and their interpretation of the communicative criteria.
They were asked for their opinions on standardisation and on the
FPeasibility Study as a whole. Furthermore samples of pupils' oral
and written work were presented to Prench native speakers in order
to elicit their judgements as to the acceptability and appropriacy
of the learners' performance.

It is hoped that the research outlined above will indicate
criteria by means of which teaching and assessing within a
communicative assessment syllabus can be both moderated and
standardised, and furthermore that it will thereby lead to a fuller
‘understanding of these communicative criteria and of their
relationship to teaching and assessment.

3rd) Elaine FREEDMAN writes:

part of the work of the East Midland Regional Examinations Board
CSE Research Project, which ends this autumn, has involved the
evaluation of the East Midlands Graded Assessment Peasibility
study. The results of the 1979-80 Study have been published in CSE
Research Project Report No,10, 'Evaluation of the East Midlands
Graded Assessment Feasibility Study for the Year 1979-80'. The
findings suggested that both teachers and pupils have liked
participating in the scheme, and that the work has been enjoyable
and appropriate for the children, irrespective of their level of
general ability.

Currently, analyses of data from the 1980-81 and 1981-82 Studies
are under way. Possible links between pupil achievement and
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as 'letter changes' for instance. The strength of the Graded
Objectives movement is that it gets teachers involved at local
level; the danger is that it can lead to the duplication of locally
produced materials of mixed quality. There seems to be a need for
research on pupils® motivation and learning styles to provide a
more solid foundation for the G.0. projects. Some has been done -
€.g. Morris Jones' work at Aberystwyth on the conceptual
development of young children - but more is needed and needs to be
publicly available.

There are large numbers of Adult Learners of Welsh,
instrumentally and integratively highly motivated.. They are
prepared to spend money and time to become proficient in Welsh, but
aren't really getting a good deal. The immersion programmes where
they are taught Welsh by what is called the ULPAN Method are
frequently unstructured. Here again there is a need for serious
research into learning style and into needs analysis., The WJEC
unit for Welsh for Adults seems to be content to perpetuate
'experimental teaching' rather than promote serious research.

Some research relevant to the teaching and learning of Welsh is
under way at Bangor., Bruce Griffiths and his team have been
engaged since 1975 on a new Colloquial English-Welsh dictionary to
replace the highly literary ones now in use. - They are modelling
theirs on the Harrap's New Shorter English-French Dictionary and
collecting colloguial forms from archives, the St. Fagan's Folk
Museum and the UCNW Dialect Survey. My own work is a study of
Welsh Foreigner talk: I feel that the newcomer to Wales finds
access to functional practice difficult, for the simple reason that
the Welsh native speaker prefers to switch to English than indulge
in foreigner talk. I am also keen to see whether Welsh PFT really
is essentially Welsh or is the translation of English FT:
Frankenstein has been dubbed into Welsh but not Tarzan!

Alan_Thomas (Linguistics) and Glyn Williams (Social Theory) have
a Welsh Office grant to enquire into viewing patterns of the new
television channel S4C and their effects on the Welsh language.; At
the moment Thomas is analysing one week's contents of Welsh
programmes on S4C for register variation, to determine the range of
linguistic models provided by the channel. This will be compared
to the variability in the speech of two sample communities, one in
the Welsh heartland of the Llyn, the other in the industrial
heartland of Cardiff, where support for the language is confined to
the school.

2. Modern Languages

Bill Littlewood (Swansea) is internationally known for his work in
Communicative Language Teaching methodology. His prime interest is
in teaching, but he has done as much as anyone to promote
antecedent research into naturalistic acquisition. His attention
is now turning to the pressing problem of the status of modern
language teaching in the Sixth Form.
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Margaret Boydell is the Modern Languages QOfficer of the WJEC's
National Language Unit of Wales. She has been supervising the
preparation of Graded Objectives materials for Levels One and Two
in French, German and Spanish. The Level One French, authored by
O. Myhre, is now used in several counties. These books are not
course books in the traditional sense, but supplementary exercises
and activities for pupil involvement stressing the main learning
objectives in functional terms.

Elaine England is nearing completion of her PhD at UWIST on
microcomputers in TESL. This thesis considers various types of
exercise format and their potential in TEPL.

3. Speech and Language Therapy

It is claimed that, in the past, Welsh-dominant victims of aphasia
have been treated by monolingual speech therapists using English
assessment and remediation materials. David Crystal has made
efforts to update speech therapy in Wales, and the Department of
Linguistics attempted to provide resources for Welsh-medium speech
therapy ten years ago, only to be disqualified through the
unavailability of a nearby teaching hospital. The education
committee of Gwynedd has again in 1984 expressed concern over the
lack of such facilities. There is a School of Speech Therapy at
the South Glamorgan Institute of Higher Education, where Martin
Ball and Sian Munro are now designing a Welsh Phonological
Assessment Procedure to be produced as a handy test-kit with the
associated norms. Sian is doing her PhD on the communication
problems encountered by simultaneous Welsh-English bilingual
children.

4, Sociolinguistics

Recall that it was Howard Giles, during his too brief engagement at
University College Cardiff, who pioneered the serious study of
attitudes to Welsh- versus RP-accented speech in Wales. He was led
to conclude that ‘'Welsh is beautiful'’. His methods have been
adopted by numerous people working on Master's degrees in Wales
since, Susan Bates has just concluded such a study of attitudes to
Cardiff-accented speech as a UWIST MEd.

Probably the most interesting and most versatile work in Soqio—
linguistics in Wales is that of Nikolas Coupland at UWIST. His
data base is Cardiff English, and he has been able to explore the
discourse dimension. His study of travel agency talk illustrates
the social differentiation of functional language use; he has
studied style-shifting in the Cardiff work setting and
sociolinguistic aspects of place names, namely the ways in which
the pronunciation of Welsh place names has become a marker of
ethnic affiliation in Cardiff. Paul Tench, also at UWIST, is
investigating the discourse intonation of English.

cont.
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role accorded to examinations in our society, a satisfactory
solution to these problems is a crucial step in establishing
communication, rather than formal accuracy, as the goal of foreign-
language teaching in British schools. FProm reading French for
Communication, it becomes clear not only that determined progress
has been made, but also that there are still many problems for
thoge who must conduct the assessment in these circumstances. Many
of these problems are discussed at various points in the book,
which is as concerned to depict the difficulties encountered as the
successes achieved. However, a dimension which seems to be missing
in the study so far is an objective and controlled evaluation of
how much standardisation and reliability have, in fact, been
achieved in the assessment procedures. To what extent, in
practice, is the same sample of performance likely to receive the
same grade from different assessors or, indeed, from the same
assesgor on different occasions? To what extent does the procedure
of testing pupils in pairs give a reliable picture of each pupil's
level of competence, or is the level of performance crucially
affected by the ability and/or personality of his or her partner?
Perhaps accounts of later stages of the East Midlands Study will
reveal more information about factors such as these.

In conclusion, then, French for Communication is to be warmly
welcomed for the important development that it represents in
British language teaching, for the clear, many-sided picture that
it gives of the investigation, and for the many significant issues
that it raises in relation to communicative assessment in schools.
We may look forward to hearing more about later stages in the East
Midlands Study.

University College of Swansea William Littlewood
Department of Education
Swansea SA2 7NB.

3. Assgciation for Prench Language Studies. Proceedings of the
National Conference, University of Lancaster 2lst-23rd ’

September 1982. The Media and the Teaching of French. Edited
by Robert CRAWSHAW and Madeleine RENOUARD.

Reviewed by Ormond UREN

Half way through the 1960s a number of teachers of French in Higher
Education, dissatisfied with the “state of the art™ in their
institutions, came together in Reading for a Conference on Post A-
level French Language Teaching. Subsequently a Society for
Research in Prench Language Teaching (SRUFLAT) was set up and
enjoyed a brief existence, 1In the following years there was a
sporadic activity in a number of Universities and polytechnics
where traditional thinking - or lack of it - was more or less
successfully challenged. Until recently, however, with the
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creation of the Association for French Language Studies, there was
no central organisation to give unity to these diverse initiatives.

The publication of the Proceedings of the First National
Conference of AFLS represents a new stage in the development of
this movement and must be welcomed as evidence of its present
maturity. The papers brought together here show a common concern
to exploit the rich resources made available by the media, but also
reflect a wide diversity of perspectives and approaches.

The report is divided into five sections. The first, Theoretical
Preliminaries, contains three articles. Claude Abastado's Les
médias et Ja "culture mosaique®” is a model of lucidity and
concentrated thought that defies easy summary but deserves careful
reading by anyone interested in the topic.

In his subtle and detailed analysis he deals with the differences
between media culture and other forms of culture, the
characteristics of the messages transmitted by the media, the
typical rhetorical devices or "strategies"™ used by the media (as
well as those they neglect) and the problems involved in
interpreting messages conveyed simultanenously in a number of
different codes. He points to the underlying factors which give
coherence to what superficially appears as a "mosaic" of disparate
items, Finally, since the media are selective in the messages and
rhetorical devices they employ, he warns us against the assumption
that the media can be taken as reflecting all forms of language and
every aspect of culture.

paniel Coste's contribution, M&dia et pédagogie mosalique, is a
meditation on certain analogies and interactions between the
teaching situation and the media. The media potentially offer
rauthentic" material and greater autonomy for the learner, but,
paradoxically, when the teacher makes a selection from this
material he may both destroy its authenticity and inhibit the
learner's autonomy. -

Roger Bell's short paper, On classroom management: how can we
manage?, argues for the introduction into language teaching .ot
concepts and practices developed in management studies. It is not
easy to see, however, given the very general level of his
discussion, what this would actually mean in practice.

There are four papers in the second section, The Analysis and
Perception of the Media Message. Geoffrey Hare's long and detailed
study, Images speak louder than words: television coverage of the
1981 presidential election will be compulsive reading to those
primarily interested in French politics, but it is also a notable
contribution to understanding the methods of the media.

Hare examines the coverage by television channels TFl and A2 in
the run-up to the election in terms of: equity of access to )
television, technical and editorial choices, agenda setting (choice
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The papers reviewed here only give a somewhat "mediate” version
of the real “"proceedings®™ of the Conference, since in many cases
they are a write-up after the event of what was in fact a workshop
session with visual aids, hand-outs and lively discussion. Even so
they are consistently stimulating and it is no surprise to see that
AFLS has followed up with a further conference on these and other
issues at Aston in September 1983. Presumably we can now look
forward to its becoming a regular annual event.

Two themes surfaced briefly but were not treated very fully at
the conference; they could usefully become the focus of some future
meeting of this sort. Firstly, in spite of the reservations
raised, particularly in Coste's paper, the media would seem to
of fer opportunities for developing a high degree 'of autonomy on the
learner's part. One would like to see more concentrated attention
given to this question along the lines suggested by the team who
are teaching English to French learners in Nancy. Secondly, the
media are surely an ideal field in which to carry out comparative
cross-cultural and cross-linguistic studies. 1 can envisage such
studies having some of the virtues claimed (but scarcely ever
realised) for traditional translation exercises while avoiding
their well-known drawbacks. The structure and content of the media
are similar in both countries, but with interesting national
differences: very often identical products are advertised and the
same events are reported and commented on. As I was reading this
report I came across Pritz Spiegl's amusing and informative
collection of extracts from the English press, Keep Taking the
Tabloids. It would make a good starting point for a comparative
study of English and French headlines.

These reservations apart, there is something in these proceedings
for everyone who wishes to help their students towards an awareness

of present-day French language and society. And that surely means
all Prench language teachers?

Ormond UREN
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