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EDITORT AL

One of BAAL'z main functions, and: eme nf ita mmst valuable contribu-
tiona te the applied linguistie scene, is the provision ef seminars and
conferences. These would seem, at first sight, te divide dhemselves in-
te those (mainly with reatricted access) which aim to eoneentrate the
minds. of participants on matters of agreed. prefessionsl interest, and
those: (mainly with ocpen acess) which aim to spread. the views of a variety
of workers in the fiield to the profession &s a whole. There: is, however,
& third type of meeting in which. the result, smometimes intentionally andi
somagtimes By eccident, is to map out new relationships, to rephrase the
questions whieh people are asking, and to establish new areass of interest.
In retrospect, the recent post-Bullock Seminar in Southampton may ke an
example: of this. third type. Ir this Seminar people who hawe been. wWOrk-
ing in the fields ofi applied. linguisties, mother tongue téaching, azni
foreign language teaching ((including EFL) met to discuss @ variety of
relevant issues., Admittedly, a somewhat cynical observer was heard. to
remark at the end of the first day that it was a pity 'The Spece: Between'
hed. already been used. sa& a title for another series of conference papers.
However, it seems likely that hy the end of the seminar, and. in the weeks
g&ince it ﬂiniaheﬁ, the space may have: been - at least partly - fillet. in,

w.hether th& relationahip be;twee.n applied 11nguis.tics and the teaching
of mother. t:ongue& ia g,oing to ‘iﬁ: clearly d.efine;h Ln the near future remains
to be meen. We. shall soon ﬂind ourselves in a pos:L’cion to start defining
if we can aéree. that there are not 'two sides’ , hut’ ﬂwo s-ze,tsn of people
with. common concerns and important insights to contribute to each other.
But this does depend on the recognition by everyone: invélwved of

(1) the limitations awd strengths of uwcientific snalysis
in this fieldl, aad

(2) the witsl importance: of the scriouwm edueational issues
(as distinet from: narrowly linguistie ones) with whieh
educationalists have been concerned for many years.
Appliedi linguistics must contrivute serioualy to she discusciom of mother
tongue teaching; it must ke seen to Me capable of zfddressing itself to
the; 'normal' language learning situation and not only to ke the highly

formal and artifiicial. achool foreign language situation. Let um hope



that the process {s'beginning. . R U NI .
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'SOCIAL _PSYCHOLOGY AND SPEECIBI.

Although &ocialinguia:bic's; hass ma@e, gneat strim in inﬂorming us wh@,
how andi om which lingpistic lévels we modify our speech (Emin—Trigp, 1969;
Hymes, 1972), it has pald little attention bo m e ao tnis, Do not
people's moods:;, motives, feelings and loyaltie& shapez our llnguistic- b@-—
havibur? By higlmlighﬁmg factors smuch as thes@, saociolinguistics mey be
directed towards a richer theoratical hase, In particulam, sociak
paychology has in Pecent years, I:Deen investigating, inta:apermnnal spee:ach
gtyle shifta. = - | .

Four- mlezvant theories are to he con&id&reﬁx heree. mmllarity ad;tract—-

-~

ion, abcﬂ.al @:ehang&, causal attrlbution &n@ int&rgroup diatinctiwenem. §
L. Similafity attraction. grocaess&s In itm simplest ﬁorm, minil-
arity a,ttrac'tion theo:zy propomes 'hham thez more mmllan our a,ttitud;es a.nd
beliefs @#re to others, the more likely we are to be a’ctracted 'bo them
Interpersonal zcecommodation through sge@ch (i.e. the fact that Whm “Bw.o .
people. meet there: is a tendeney for them to hecome; mon&, a.like. :lin theﬂ.r |
accents (Glles, 1973), speech rates (Wetb, 1970), pause and uti_‘.era;nces
lengths (Jaffe & Feldstein, 1972; Hatarazmo, 1973), 'woeal'intezxsﬁtieg.
(Netale, 1975)and mo forth) is but ong of the meny devices a person may
adopt in order to tecome moné similar to anothé:n", Specifically, iit in~
volves. the reduction.of linguistic dissimilaritiess Metween "u;wo p@dplg: jum )
terms of their langusges, dd.alec:ts), paralinguistic ﬂeéturés, et
Since: incxeasing aimilarity’ bnetw.eﬁn people along Sﬂl"‘h an 1mportant,
dimension as communication is likely to inerecase. liklng a.ss mll as
intelligibility (Triandds, 1960), accommod:ation g&rhap& raflmtm &
speaker'a desire for social approvel. Indae&, it has hefazn shown 'Ui;lat
the: greater one's desire ﬂo* othe:. & approvel, the more similar thei:rr
volees will sound to yours (Imxrssn, Martln & Gilaﬁ-, 1975) Horeover,
Netale (1975; 1975a) bas found that. speakem with high needna, for socis.'l.
approvall converge: more to another 8. vocal 1ntensity amh pause leng’dh tlman

those with 1ow needss flor azocial approval.
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2, Soclal exchange processes: Social exchange theory gtetes, im

its simplest form, tha’t prior to an act m wengh up its potential rewards
andi costs to us (Hbman&, 1961) " and so, if we can dio (or say) edther A
or B, wes will tend to chooae the alternative Whlch maximim thea chanees
of a positive, outcom& anti minlminﬁm the; pOSSIbllity off a ve:ry unpleasant
onex, | Engaging in conwergemt speech acts should then 1ncmt' more, potential
rewardls?' ﬂon the speakm' than costs . Rewards in thls 1nstancee eouldx
inclida & ga:i.n in 'bhe: 115tener 3 approvah as alread:y mentioned.l, w:hile the
potential coastms woulcl include: the, expendetl e-.f‘fort involveﬁ or a lom of
personal (amm sometimes g,roum) id&ntity. Studies in many cul*hmres ha,we
ghown that. the: more: p:ceﬁtigious ﬁhe,: accent you possess the mone ﬂavouna.hly
gou Will ‘rhe p&rce;iv.ei on certain d:imension& (Gﬂ..h.eﬁ & Povm&a.anm, 1975,) .
Thik is particularly tzrue m Britain where a»tand.ardraccenteda speakm are '
viewaé!faé; tar Hore 1ntelligent, sﬁlf—-conﬂide;nﬁ, a.nc'ﬁ d.etermlne@l than mom-
sbandari, regional—accented.. s@eakera, e:ven by the latter themselvas. .
in additiom what one has to s,ay wd.ll often be, consideredt more Qersuaaim
and off a. bﬁtter qua,lity, anal also more likely to gain ‘t:he co-op&ration of
others than hacl it been voice& in a leser stardardised accent, ((Eile&, 1973,6.,.
Powe&land & Gil&s, 1975; Giles, ]Eaken & Pielding, 1975) ’I“hese, rewcardls
for acc&n‘tt accommodation in Britaim have, howefver, bee:n Brased.t on male &atan,
{ef, Kramesc', 1975) A recent study investigeting evaluative; reactions, o
&ritish female: accented spee:ch smgges‘ba that. there may be adﬁ;itional re- |
wardis £6r women (Elyau, Smith, Giles &- Bourhis, in mresﬁ.-) 1[11 was found
that not only are standard-accented momen s;tereotyjmedx as mom competent '
than their nom-a-.tandardra:c-centm countempart&, hth thew are c..l&O perceim
ag leas weak, more 1ndependent, adNenturous andy f‘emlnlna than the: latter. R
In other word.&, upwarcl convergence for wowen may glean a greater arra.y of
rewardns than ‘the same: apeech strat&gy ac'hoptedl hy a male. ' E[ence, them
flndlng,s; shed great, 11ght on the reason why wWOom&n in the Unltech Stat&ﬂ; anﬁh.
Britain adopt nore pres...tgiou&-sounding, speech than men (Labow, l966 |
Trudgill, 1974). | R
%.  Causal attribution theory: Research in causal attribution theory
(Heider, 1958; Jones & Davis, 1965; Kelley, 1973) auggests that we under—
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stand. othemz:" Imeha:viour andi.evaluate: the people: in terms of the motives -
andi intentions we:_attmbgpe as. the cause of, their Wehaviour, For: example:,
we do not just. observe a man donating money ffor a gooék cause andl simply
earglugte.— t_11m positiveﬂ.y & kind: and. generou&. We: consider aa best we. can
his motivé&s first, In thls, case, an attrlbution of a. motiw&s of personal
gain_ for_th:,tsc act might 1ead1 ug 1o assess h;m_sz:c_;mewhat negatively as :
mecchiavellian anci insincere. We?; wpuld-. expect that such pProcessas, oper-
ate: alsg in perceiving speech a.ccommgdation. _ Eon instence, it has_heen
shown that. when French Canadian listeners attributed an Bnglish Canadig.n'g
accomxg:é_datiqn to their language: ag. dre to @ deaire to Wreak down culturgx:}.’,-_
harz;ierg,\ cox_;ver'gmceg wag percelved: wery fawourahkly, . Yet mhgp this &amga -
aceommodative: languag@ was attributed. to pressures in the s:ltuation forc-
ing the other to converge, positive feelings were not so strongly evoked
by the recipiemis (Simm; Tayler & Gilesm, 1976). However, this im all
o consider, eonvergence or interpersonal accommodation @& an active pro-
ceas, while nom-sccommodation. has assume& & subordinate, pasaive role.

Thia latter orientation is unfounded, particularly given that nom-acecommo-
dative language: can be used Wy ethnic groups as a symbolie tactic for mainm-
taining their identity and. cultural distingtiveness. This was exerplified
a little while ago when f:o_r the ,_fipgst; time the: Arah nationms is&;;e@ their .
| 0il communique: to the worldl not’iz%‘,,Engliah kut in Arabic. Likeyg(giag, ong,
witneases the efforts o:ﬂ many ethnie minoriti&& throughout . th& world A
att&mpting to ma:.ntain thein own dialect& and.. 1anguage:a. as an . expresaiom

of cultural pride. (Fishman, et al., 1966; Giles, in press).. Noreower,
it may well be that. under certain conditiona people not. only want to main- .
tain their own speech atyle but wish to emphasise it in interaction with
others: (ef. Bourhis, Giles & Lambert, 1975; Doise, Sinclair & Eourhis 1976)
In these cases, @eaker& want to accentuate the dlff.‘erences between .t.t.leme
selwes and. others (ef. Wolff, 1959; Tajfel & Wilkes, 1963) perhaps bacause
of the othem;_s' outgroup membership, undesirable attitmdes, habits or
appearance, .Sucfh & procesz of social dissociation we have termed “spesch

d.ivergence' (Giles, 1973); 1t is the opposite of convergence in that it
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involvea.&peakere>modify1ng thelr speech{___y from thedir interlocutor&.
At thla,p01nt, it seems theoremlcally useful to dram upon our fourth anl
final mncio-paychological approach ﬂaafel' (197h) theory of 1ntergroup
relations and mocial change.‘ h

L, Intergroup distinctiveness°l In its very 21mplest.terma, Taafel'
propoaes that when membera,of dlfferent groupe are 1n contact they compare'
themselves w1th each other on dlmenalonﬁ.whlch are 1mportant.to them euch
as& personal attributes, ahilltles, material p0353531one, ete, Eb'auggests
that thenaz'intergroup nocial comparisors will lead 1ndiV1&uala to seareh
fior or even create,damensions on Whlch they can make themaelve&;positively
dlatlnct,from the outgroup» The posaesenon of such a positive distlnct1VEr
ne hy the=ingroup will ensureathat they have:an adequat@ social identity
In other wordc, people experience satisfactlon in the.knowledge that they
heiong to groupa whiech enjoy some superlority over others. Thus, givmwx
that speech style.ia for many group& a sallent and.valueﬁidlmenaion of
their social 1dentity (Glles, Taylor & Eourhls, 1976 Giles, Tavlor, Lam-
hert & Albert, 1976) it. may well be that apeech divergence,ia=an important
atrategy for making oneseiﬂ psvchologically and;favourablycistlnct from ‘

o
outgroup,memmeraa

" Thes& four soclal psychological theorles; then, may all contribut@ to
aceommodation theory, the‘concern of which 1a.to explain some off the pro—
cesses,underlylng convergence andtdlvergence. Whll& this approach is
clearly mtil1 in its theoretlcal 1nfancy, it,should have a contributiom .
to make,to sociollnguisticmu> indeed, if a methodology andlcomplete theory
of speech behav1our iu ever to be developed, it is going to have to he 2
interdlscipllnary one, drawang on 1n51ghtq from social psychology a& well
aa from llnguistica. . ) ' ' . ‘ o -

Ebte. Thia,suryey has been ed1te&, with permlsslon, from a pap@m

| pPresented: at the BAAL Annual Meetlng at the Universmty of
Exeter, September 1976 ' ' A
HOWARD GILES.

University of Hristol.
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. A COMMUNIGATIVE METHODOLOGY
S+ IN PFOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING.

k& a result of the considerable interest an@ activity devotedi to the
'communicative approach' in foreign language tmching, we can point to &
number of concrete gains, = To mention but three: the need to match
course objectives to learners' communicative needs has become axiomatie;
the analyasls &f-language: and. real speech in functional terms has made 1t
possible to specify more accurately not only the nature: of thes& needs,
but algo how they may be realised: linguistically; andi this has already
enabled. the learner-based: objectives to be embodied in syllabuses andi
materials - perhaps tentatively and. provisionally, but then, what has
ever proved. definitive in the language-teaching field?

We now have syllabuses and. materials, then, which will be .subject to
constant refinement, revision and: multiplication. However, the writing
of syllabuses and. materials is essentially a. pre~classroom activity.

What happens when the materials appeer in the clasaroom? How does the
communicative language teacher teach? Lnawers to these questions are:
Likely to be varied and: vague, for there has: so far heen little systematic
dilscussion andi intensive work on the implicationa of communicative prineci-
ples: at the methodologlcal level. The teaching process is ultimately
controllaed. not by the materials but by the teacher, and. there is nothihg
to prevent communicatively-based. materials. from being subjected to grammar-
translation treatment (the tezt-books from audio-visual courses ere not in-
frequently treated: like this, the tapes and filmstripa hawing heen perman-
ently assigned. to the store-cupboard). BEqually, there may be nothing to .
prevent a teacher with only an old grammar book at his: dispoaal from.
teaching 'communicatively', whatever 'teaching communicatively' may mean.
In other wordis, although meximum economy lies in a situation where sylla-
bhuees, materials and methods all embody the same: approach, the me:thodio—-
logical problem is in principle separate, and requires separate attention.
,lthough it is premature. to make generalisations and. prognoses, perhaps
three main foci of interest can be perceived or predicted. ait the present
time,

The first fieldi of attention might be. called 'o0ld techniques applied
to new materials’ , and characterises a large proportion of what i offer-
ed %y communicative teaching materials produced &0 rar. Phus, they nay
8tilll contain reading piecem or dialogues for explojtation (probably us-
ing established question-andranswer techni ques:), but the content has beem
aelected. and sequenced on functional grounds; there are drills, but they
are: more- clearly and explicitly contextualised and. the reaponses are pre-
sentedl as performing a specifiec communicatiwve function; there may be
completion exercises or multiple choice exercisesm, tut the enphasle is
on choosing an appropriate responas for a apecified communicatiwe purpose;
and. 0 on. In other words, the: pupile are engaged in activitiem not dds-
elmilar from those. of a decade ago, but different principles d@&etermine the
choice of material.

The macond fipld: of interest might be called: 'new techniques to coms~
plement the oldl. Some or all of the estallished teechniques for present-
ation, practice: etc. are kept, prohakly in the form just described, bt
new ways are sought for giving pupile opportunities for language use in
preparation for communicatiwe activity in the real environment, Role
play and. simulation exercises are important here, as are techniques for
creating communication situations and. promoting the motiwatiom to communi-
ecatw, whether as o framework for practising specific language structures
or for the free exchange of meanings. The language-teaching literature
and published: materialas offer some ideas and assistance in this respect,
ut, =o far, they are inadequate to what pupils need if our teaching is
to bring them clome: to their objectives in terms ofi communicative ability.
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The third field.of interest-inplies the possibility of more radical
change, andi aims. to devélop a new methodology based on = thorough-going
re-examination of our assumptions. about learning and teaching in controll-
&l environmentes. . Teaching meéthods to:.ddte, for all their differences,
have hedi one.important feature in common: .they have seen themselves am . - -
methods for teaching language, which cafi'be objedtified, divided: into -~
discrete: itema, selected, presented,. rehearsed. and tested, within the .
'school-sub jegt' pdradigm, of learring and. teaching., We are: now seek- .
ing methods of  teaching not' language, but eompunication ‘through language -
and. tne old. paradigh is not necegsarily suited to the non-discrete, apen- %
endedi, developméntal nature of communicative ability. .Certainly, foreign
language: learners proceed: very differently when left to follow their own: ' .
natural proceeses,; andiwhile tHis proves nothing in itself, it nonetheless
encourages us: to ask questions about the type of progression and: learning
environments: which formal teaching imposes at _present, and to .consider - the
alternatives., - Indeed, there are so many questions. that future devélopr ..ito
ments in this ares are totally unpredictables. . ..The only .certainty im.that
useful insights might come from sny of 'the many fields of study which deal -
with human interaction and. communication, and ‘that the: term *eppligh lip-. °
guist’ will become increasingly a misnomer for.those engagedi in explqoring

-1=1t must -again-be Btressed that the problem. of & communicatiwe method-
ology is.5till largely unmspped. terrain, and: that these géneralisations
énd. predictions are provisional in the extreme. . -They nay. need’ to he -
drastically revised. after the. BALL' seminaf on the tople to he: héld in

B , . Williem T. Litbtlewood,

Ma s . . e e - . -

' S Cer T -University College of Swanﬁea
T e T \ .- Department of Educgtion. = .-
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Short Rewiews: Carew Treffgcrne - JHS ROLE CF ENGLISH AND FRENCH AS
. < LANGUAGES OF COMMUNIGATION BRETWEEN -
. NGLOPHONE_AND_FrxANGCOPHONE WEST AFRICAN
STATRES. Loncon: Africa Educational
Trusdi, - 1975. pp 145, £2.,00

Thia survey ol the Languews Repues in their vepectively adijoining
areag of West Africa is the product of a Journey through the relevant
countries in the: months zlosing 1973 and opening 197L. The work is
divided. into three: major mections dealing respectively with (1) the
linguistic complexity of Africe. the Intrcduaticn; {(2) the Areas of
Contact in West Africa where a rneed: is. becoming apparant: for communi-
cation acrosm the. barrier of the Auglophone, Meanconhona divide and
(3) taking up the last cne hundred pagess. Current Pvovision for
Comnunication Purpousas, in whizh ad@itiinally a number of recommendations
are made:. : - ' :

~ As Miss Ureffgarns makes clear, the survay doea not attempt any kind
of examination in depth, “ut rather -»l-oims %o cover a wide: areas it was
geen by the author az a Cocumeni whi.th weulZ Jead to future work in deptth
and which would presant much information, not neceusarily new or original,
2ut brought. togethsr in one place for tha: ~iasgi tima. - Viewed in this
light, the document is withrut doubl a pusecems and. should be recommendied
reading, for anyone interested in the field of langreage or language devel-
opment, particularly in West Africa. T4 sheould  ®& oF eguel interest to
bo*h sidem of the linguistice divide which is all - oinfrequently erossed,
whether for linguistic or political veaoon™: for altlough the survey
presupposed: bilingualisa ‘in ite readevu {pn 24, L3 and pasmim), this is
ztill not a common nhenomenon. . The situaticn ig improving, howewer.
£t least one director of an Anglophone university Language; Centre has
recently taken am intensive: Prench conrse {(taat in Prance; and the English
Centre for Francophones bo which the survey refers (110 andi paesim) hes
now. come: into being., helped by zn ODM orani 0§ £25.000. This is in the
Univergity of Ghan::. ‘ '

An important: print inede: by ths survey L& the lack of any simple
varallel between the: teaching of Baglich and Fuench as Foreign Languages
in the areca. Differeuacss btetween the: nuaber oFf hours vaught, (more of
English to French Loy 80faxaeves Stnun vie Tertm) . Sbanidards and@ approaches
in exams, differences in oral competancs: 21l meke the situation far more
gomplex than might at fizat appear. :

Finally I would like to take issuz with the author who, following
Prator (1.968), eXpresEcs misgivings abcout departuvces fiouw an internation-
al standard affecting -»omprehension., Those in agreement with this view
would eite Indian English as an example., This reviews» has his doubts,
howewer, since there are problems as to vhat kinds of English are best
understood: in certain envircnments in a zecondy languags situation,

There will be an opposition =3t up betwesa the claseroom medel ("unreal")
and: the: '"live" one used. oussidc. I wouid s3tress, howsvar. that this
survey is a most useful contribution towards inercased: communication
betwveen countries linguistically div.ced in West Africea.

-

Reference: Prator, C.H. (1.5&8) ,"Ene Dritish Herasy in TESL™ in
Fighman, J.4, et al. (eds, Langsvage Problems of De-

xeloping Waticns, Wiley & Gons.

o0 Worrish,

E¥L Hepartasnt,

Inztitute of Bducation,
Lonwon., - ~
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Richard Leoson - FLUENCY A0 LANGUAGE TEJCHING, Longnan 1975, pp.202. £2.25

Richard Leoson's bock is an intervesting .attempt at defining fluency - a concept
nuch alluded to in language teaching but little understood in anything more than
an impregisc, intuitive way.

'Deriving concepts from a wide range of theoretical positions - behaviourist,
neo-behaviourist, cognitive, information processing - and drawing on experimental -
rescarch date, the author endeavours to producc a model of fluent verbal behaviour
and to relate this to course design, and techniques and materials in foreign language
teaching, As such, it serves well the aims of #pplied Linguistics.

. The greater part of the book is devoted to identifying and analysing, within
‘the framework of a fairly conventional conmunication model. some of the major
components of fluency and their inter-relationships. Thus, following an introductory
survey of first and second language learning similarities and differences, considersation
is given to the intentive and interpret ive ends of the model, to the various components
-and processes of encoding and decoding, to the nature, role and significance of pausal
phenomena, and to the sementic component, the key element, dominating, as it does,
. 4the'whole cormunicative process, anl linking cognition 'anrd language. Throughout the’
discussion the essential coherence and complexity of fluent verbal behaviour are
stressed, The final chapter of tne book investigates some of the implications of the -
model for foreign language teaching, the general conclusion being that a move towards
comunicative curricula would be appropriate. Included arc examples of particular
.exeroise types, ranging from the manipulative to the more creative, and designed to
concentrate on the critical interfaces of the spesking/_istening process, '

A many points in the book, the author rightly stresses the need to treat the
variousg proposals with caution, based as many of them are on inadequate and fragmentary
data end on inferential end hypothetical mcdels of how language works and how it is:
acquired, - He also refer s from time to time to the possible roles of motivation &and
intelligence and suggests that these and other related clements may not be particularly
centrsl to fluency. This may be so but it could be argued that the various.'non-
linguistic' cognitive and psychological states, events and skills should be given much
greater prominence in any model, partioularly when that model is applied to language
learning and.teaching, Here again, of course, the precise nature and possible
significance of such elements, given our current state of knowledge, ‘renain unclear,

Leeson's book, then, is perhaps best seen as a useful investigation ‘of some of the
central camponents of fluency, but one which, of necessity, must make nany assumptions,
nust pass over whet are possibly very critical arcas of which 1little is known, and nust
nake proposals which can only be regarded es tentative,

The book could be a little easier to recad than it is, and some pruning of quotations
and ‘of the occasional ropetitive section could have been effected. These aspects,
however, detract only marginally from the valuable surmarising, synthesising and
direction-pointing role of the book. : '

S. J. Burke '
Shefficld City Polytechnic

AUTODIDACTIC ELEMENTS IN FOREIGN LANGU/GE TEACHING

At the request of UNESCO, a preliminary inquiry is being undertaken in the
UK into the foreign language learning habits of adults and older adolescents, with
special reference to methods and materials that can be controlled by the learner,
working either completely on his own or under tuition to scme extent, The project is
confined to the acquisition gb_initio or to the furtherance of knowledge of the
nost widely used Buropean languages, including English as a foreign language.

CIIT has agreed to be responsible toc the Ministry of Overseas Development for
the project, and the Department of Educabion and Science is kept fully informed
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through the Stecring Cormittee: C.Vaughon Jomes (Chairmen - CIIT), C.J,Brunfit
(University of London Institute of Bducation), Vivien Cock (North East London
Polytechnic), Miss Sheila Innes (BBC), Keith Rawson-Jones (publishers' representive).
The researcher for the project is Miss Mabel 4.L.Sculthorp, formerly Director of the
Language Centre, University of Kent at Canterbury, who will be grateful to receive
information or corment as soon as possible from anyone who has a special interest

in autodidactic methods or materials or who knows where such methods are used as
part of the teaching methodology. Her address is Blue Orchard, Fairlewn, Chestfield,
Whitsteble, Kent CT5 3J2, ' ‘ -

Betwcen February and June sample institutions will be asked whether they are
willing to receive a visit from the researcher and supply-informetion needed for the
return of questionnaires drawn up for international use by the researchers of the
Ecole Normale Supdrieure de Saint-Cloud, who have been working on the scheme- Ane - -
Paris since May 1975. The report from the UK is-to be submitted to UNESCO in

July 1977
Mabel Sculthorp RN

Note: Since the Newsletter is intended to facilitate exchange of information and
ideas, reports of conferences and seminars orgenised by other groups in related
fields to ours would be welcomed by the editor, Below is a short account of the
ninth annual conference of the International Association of Teachers of English as
a Foreign Language. L '

CONFERENCE OF THE_INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN:
LANGUAGE, HEID A0 OXFORD COLIEGE OF FURTHER EDUGATTON, & TO 7 JANUARY 1977
THEMR: THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF ENGLISH AS A LiNGUAGE OF INTERNAPICNAL COMMUNICATIO

The I/PEFL conferences are large undertekings, with more than 500.people passing
through, snd around 100 papers being presented, The size has its sdvantages = it means,
for exarple, that therc is a very full and comprehensive permanent book exhibition -
but it also means that there are a large number of papers which clash with each other,
ard very little chance of distinguishing good papers from the bed or indifferent.
Necessarily, then, one's impression of the conference depends on the success or
otherwise of the hit or miss attack on the papers offered.

Two preoccupations seemed to emerge strongly in the discussion this year, One
was the use of 'authentic' materials, either naturally - with recordings taken ‘into
the classroon undoctored from the tape recorder - or packaged with varying degrees of
editorial sophistication, Problems in the collection, preparation, and use of such
materials were much discussed. Surprisingly, the other main concern was not the
'notional' approach which has been reflected in so many recent textbooks, but the
old problem of what model is appropriave for various categories of learner., A
number of papers reopened this question, possibly as a natural extention of the
discussion of English for Specific Purposes.

Perhaps this observer was unlucky (or unskilled) in his choice of papers to
hear - and anyway some of the more popular speakers were in rooms too small to
accommodate a large andience - but the discussion after the papers was generally
rather unexciting and there was little formal opportunity to question or to discuss
the major theses of papers. This may be inevitable in such a large gethering, but
the most lasting impression was nevertheless one of slight disappointment that so
nany textbooks were teing marketed in an area sbout which we scemed to know so
little.
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'RECENT BOOKS NOTED

icadenic Press: )
ed, Mary Sanches & Ben Blount = Sociocultural D:Lmensmns of Language Use, £12.h.0

Edward Arnold:
Roger Gurney. - Lanm.lagc, Loarning and Remed:.al Teaching, £2,00 PB

Exeter @:wergitx : '
ed, C,S.Butler & R.R.K.Hartmern - A Reader on Language Varietys £1.00 PB

Harper & Row:
S.J.Keyser & P.M.Postal - Beg:.nm.ng English Grermar, #£10,95

Heinemann:
T.C.Jupp & S.Hodlin - Industrial English. £6..50

Methuen:
Sara Delamont - Interaction in the Classroom. £1.40 FB

Newbury Hogse
Florence Steiner - Perfoming with Ob,jec‘bn.ves. £he25 B

Earl Stevick -~ Memory, Meaning and Method., £4.25 PB

Oxford University Press:
ed, Gunther Kress - Halliday: System & Function in Language., £2,50 PB

Penpuin:
Eugene Linden - Apes, Men and Language. 90p FB

Corriernts, 'plea‘:;;e, on these or any other recent books will be gratefully received,

Please "send corregpondence and contributions for future issues to: '
C, Jo Brunfit, University of London Institute of Educat:.on, 20 Bedford Way,
London WG1 0AL,



